
Crime and Punishment



Chesterton Lane Corner 
Execution Cemetery

Do you recognise 
Chesterton Lane?

This was the site of an
Anglo-Saxon Cemetery
(in the 7th-9th Centuries)
where people who were
beheaded or hung were 
buried! 



Tensions Between Town and Gown

A Painting of The Peasants’ Revolt of 1381

As part of the Peasants’ Revolt in 
1381, University buildings were 
attacked and documents were 
burned in a bonfire in the Market 
Place.

From 1261-4 a group of clerks 
planned to burgle the house of 
a Cambridge wine merchant in 
Hauxton. 

They were betrayed by other 
clerks and the Sheriff caught 
them and they were then 
beheaded!



Tudor Cambridge

How many Tudor punishments can you name? 

!

Beheading!

Branding!

The Ducking Stool! 



Witchcraft!

The Ducking Stool was used to decide if a 
woman was a witch.

Cambridge Town Gaol had a separate 
room for witches to protect the other 
prisoners! 



The Victorians

1841: Establishment of ‘The Prince of 
Wales’s Trust’ to provide food, coal and 
blankets for the poor, and dinners for the 
Debtors in the Town Gaol. 

1847: Establishment of a society to offer 
food and accommodation for travellers 
searching for work.

Many prisoners in the 
Cambridge Town Gaol were 

imprisoned for falling 
into debt.

Crime 
was in 
decline 
in the 
19th

Century



Discover More

Visit the Museum of Cambridge. See the website below 
for more information about the museum
or to contact their Education Officer: 
http://www.museumofcambridge.org.uk/

Visit the Cambridgeshire Collection at the Cambridge 
Central Library:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/residents/libraries-
leisure-&-culture/archives/local-studies/cambridgeshire-
collection/



Web Resources available at: 

http://www.creatingmycambridge.com/
history-stories


