WALKING HISTORY TRAIL
OF CAMBRIDGE - FROM
ST PAUL'S CofE PRIMARY
SCHOOL TO MARKET SQUARE




Botanic Garden

The original Cambridge

University Botanic Garden

was not on the current site, but

were established in the centre of

town between 1760-63 where the

Cavendish Laboratory now stands.

The original site was only about 5

acres, so in 1831 Professor Henslow, Charles Darwin’s

mentor decided that a larger garden was needed and

arranged for over 40 acres of land to be purchased on

the new site on Trumpington Road. The new garden

was opened in 1846 for members of the public to also
enjoy and can still be visited today.

Hobson's Fountain

In the middle ages,

Cambridge was a very smelly

place, with toilets being emptied into

the river, and dirty water spreading

diseases! To help clean up the city,

a local man called Thomas Hobson

made a substantial donation to build

a waterway to bring fresh water from the countryside.
It was named Hobson’s Conduit, and you can still see
a small section of it, running in ditches on either side
of Trumpington Street. A fountain was built in Market
Square in 1614 at the end of Hobson’s Conduit, to bring
clean drinking waterto Cambridge people. Itwas moved
to the corner of Lensfield Road after the fire of 1849.

eThe Old Hospital

The site of the University's
Judge Business School was

originally where Addenbrooke’s

Hospital was located on

Trumpington Street. It was

founded following a generous gift

of £4,500, which was left by John
Addenbrooke in his will to found a voluntary hospital
for the poor people in the local area. On 13th October
1766, Addenbrooke’s Hospital opened with 20 beds,
3 surgeons, 3 physicians, 1 matron and a resident
apothecary. to make and dispense medicines. This
early hospital was important for medical research and
Cambridge residents but you had to pay for treatment.
It was not until 1948 that healthcare became free with
the forming of the Natioanl Health Service (NHS).

Q Fitzwilliam Museum

The Fitzwiliam Museum is

a grand museum, that was

founded thanks to Richard, VIi

Viscount Fitzwilliam of Merrion, who

donated his library and collection of

art to the University of Cambridge in

1816, along with £100,000 to construct

a building to house them in. His aim

was for the museum of increase learning and knowledge

of great objects that it would house. However, the first

stone wasn’t actually laid until 1837. The dramatic stone

lions were sculpted a few ears later, by William Grinsell

Nicholl in 1839 and can be seen today on the steps

outside the museum. The poet Michael Rosen has
composed a poem called 'The Listening Lions'!

e Great St Mary's

Great St. Mary’s foundations
were thought to have been laid
around 1010 and it was first recorded
in legal documents in 1205 when the
Church was called ‘St. Mary-by-the-
market’. It became the University of
Cambridge church when scholars

arrived in 1209 and it completely burnt down in 1290,
which wasn’t surprising, as it was surrounded by
thatched roofed buildings and wooden market stalls.
Eventually in 1478 they started rebuilding the church-
which is the church you can see there today - but it took
ages to rebuild which got town and gown into trouble
with the monarchy.

The Fire of 1849 in

Market Square
On the night of Saturday 15th
" September 1849 there was a huge
?3 blaze which came to be known
= as the Great Fire of Cambridge
Market. It started in a textile shop
but became out of control once a chemist caught fire,
because the chemicals for the medicines blew up like
a firework display! The townspeople tried to put out the
fire with buckets from Hobson's fountain, but the key
was missing, so water had to be brought up from the
River Cam behind King's Chapel in a long human chain
which took too much time. All the old timber structures
of the market area were destroyed, which is why you
see stone and brick buildings by the market today.



